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REPLY TO OFFICE ACTION 

Sir : 

Applicants hereby reply to the Office Action dated 
February 11, 2003. The Office Action does not address the 
merits of the above-identified patent application, but 
requires that the application be restricted to one of four 
inventions . 
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Summary of Office Action 

Claims 1-38 are pending in the above- identified 
patent application . 

The Examiner has determined that there are four 
different inventions claimed in the above-identified patent 
application, and requires applicants to elect one of the four 
inventions for prosecution of the application. 

The Examiner identifies the inventions I, II, III 
and IV, by claim groups as follows: 

I. Claims 1-8, drawn to a catheterization 
apparatus, classified in class 606, subclass 
191; 

II. Claims 9-16, drawn to method for establishing 
a transseptal conduit classified in class 604, 
subclass 194 ; 

III. Claims 17-27, drawn to a catheterization 
apparatus, classified in class 604, subclass 
96.01; and 

IV. Claims 28-38, drawn to a method for implanting 
a device in an atrium's appendage, classified 
in class 604, subclass 104. 

The Examiner states that various pairs of the four 
inventions are either unrelated, or related as combination 
and subcombination, or related as process and apparatus for 
its practice. 
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Applicants' Reply 

Applicants provisionally elect, with partial 
traverse, for initial substantive examination in this 
application, invention IV that is identified by the group of 
claims 28-38. Applicants request reconsideration of the 
restriction requirement . 

Applicants note that the groups of claims 
corresponding to inventions II and IV are respectively linked 
to the groups of claims corresponding to inventions I and 
III. For example, the group of claims 28-3 8 corresponding to 
invention IV, which are drawn to a method for implanting a 
device in an atrium's appendage, include claims 3 6-38 which 
involve establishing a transseptal conduit by the claimed 
method of invention II. Similarly, claims 25-27 link 
inventions I and III. 

Applicants urge that the restriction requirement be 
modified to reflect this linking of invention pairs. In 
particular, applicants urge that claims 9-16 corresponding to 
invention II be considered along with claims 28-38 
corresponding to invention IV that applicants have elected 
for initial substantive examination. 

Applicants believe that the proposed modification 
of the restriction requirement does not impose a serious 
burden of search as the both the inventions in either linked 
pair are in the same class (either class 604 or 606, Office 
Action page 2 ) . 
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Conclusion 



Applicants have elected, with partial traverse, a 
single invention for examination as required by the Examiner. 
An early and favorable action is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Manu J. Tejwani 
Reg. No. 3 7,952 
Attorney for Applicants 
FISH 5c NEAVE 
Customer No. 1473 
12 51 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020-1104 
Tel . : (212) 596-9000 
Fax: (212) 596-9090 
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